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U.S. Serial No. 10/078,347 
IK THE CLAIMS 

Piease cancel rejected Claims i. 3-4, 7 and 14, and amend 
Claims 2, 5-6 and 8, as set forth below. 

1. (Canceled) . 

2. (Currently Amended) A radioactive substance 
decontamination apparatus a uoo. Qluy to Clul i u 1, f nr tW 
eeffipsp4eift9 for ^contamin ating a metal mPmber contaminated by 
a radioactive stance us ing a reducing decontamination 

agent, comprising; 

multi ple reducing deco n tamination tanks having different 
radiation control values a * n^er limit values for a radiation 
rfnse of a re ducing decent *™ nation agent .stored inside, said 
multiple reccing deco n tamination tanks including a first 
reducing decontaminate tank and a second reducing 
decontamination tank; 

,.,w»in said second reduc i ng decontamination tank has a 
^diation control value t hat is higher than that of said first 
reducing decontaminat ion tank; 

a carrier for taking out said metal member from said 
^cond rednrina decontamination ta n k a nd pla cing said metal 
member in said first reducing deco ntami nation tank; 

a tube for t-.ranaferring the reduc ing decontamination agent 
in the first reducing decontamin ation tank into the second 
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reducing decontamination tank ; 

a first reducing agent decomposer for decomposing a 
component contained in the reducing decontami nation agent of 
the reducing decontamination tank where said radiati on control 
value is the highest out of the reducing decontamina tion tanks 
connected by said tube; 

a washing tank for washing said reducing decontamination 
agent deposited on said decontaminated metal m ember; and 

a second reducing decontamination agent decomposer for 
decomposing reducing decontamination agent in a reducing 
decontamination tank to which said tube is not connected. 

3-4. (Canceled) . 

5. (Currently Amended) • A radioactive substance 
decontamination apparatus according to Claim l, further 
oomprioing for decontaminating a metal member contam inated by 
a radioactive substance using a reducing dec ontamination 
agent, comprising; 

multiple reducing decontamination tanks having different 
radiation control values as the upper limit values for a 
radiation dose of a reducing decontamination agent stored 
inside; 

said multiple reducing decontamination tanks including a 
first reducing decontamination tank and a second reducing 
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decontamination tank, wherein said second reducing 




decontamination tank has a radiation control value that 


is 


^ ->-i- s*id first reducing decontamination 


tank; 


« f^„h r,,v.« for transferring, into the second reducing 


decontamination tank where said radiation control value 


is the 


second value which is hiqher than said first value, the 




reducing decontamination agent in the first reducing 




decontamination tank where said radiation control value 


is the 



first value; 

an oxidizing decontamination tank for decontaminatin g said 
metal mem b er by using an oxidizing decontaminat ion liquid; 

a carrier for transferring said metal member from said 
second reducing decontamination tank into sai d oxidizing 
decontamination tank/ and said metal mem ber from said 
oxidizing decontamination tank into sai d first reducing 
decontamination tank; 

a reducing agent decomposer for decomposin g a component 
contained in the reducing decontamination agent of the 
reducing decontamination tank where said radiati on control 
value is the highest out of the reducing decontamination tanks 
connected by said tube i_ 

a washing tank for washing said reducing decont amination 
agent deposited on said decontaminated metal member; and 

a second tube for transferring an oxidizing 
decontamination agent from said oxidizing decontamination tank 
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to any of said multiple reducing decontamination tanks. 

6 . (Currently Amended) A radioactive substance 
decontamination apparatus according to Claim 1; further 
oompriolng for decontaminating a metal member cont aminated by 
a radioactive substance using a reducing decontamination 
agent , comprising ; 

multiple reducing decontamination tanks having different 
radiation control values as the upper limit valu es for a 
radiation dose of a reducing decontamination agent stored 
inside; 

said multiple reducing decontamination tanks including a 
first reducing decontamination tank and a second reducing 
decontamination tank/ wherein said second reducing 
decontamination tank has a radiation control value that is 
higher than that of said first reducing decontamination tank; 

a first tube for transferring, into the second reducing 
decontamination tank where said radiation control value is the 
second value which i3 higher than said first value, the 
reducing decontamination agent in the first reducing 
decontamination tank where said radiation control value is the 
first value; 

an oxidizing decontamination . tank for decontaminating said 
metal member by using an oxidi2ing decontamination liquid; 
a carrier for transferring said metal member from said 



5 



PAGE 7/11 * RCVD AT 116/2005 6:12:34 PM [Eastern Standard TimeJ* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF*1/2* DNB:8729306* CSID:+7036841157* DURATION (mnv$$):02«32 



JAN-06-O5 . 06:08PM FROM- MATURELY. STANCES t MALUR, MS. 



♦ 703 684 1157 



T-689 P. 008/011 F-566 



U.S. Serial No. 10/078,347 



NIP-256 



sscgndreaucia | ,1, - USB "™ °* la " ln - 

^"i" '"*» 3 " rt ieduci " a 

decontamination tank; 

in ..ion a a saa ■-■"«"" contr °^ 

^^^^^ ^ of r. h e red, Ln g ^ 

connected * Y tube; 

, LJ , ! ^hina^^ 
a gent deposited on_ said_dgcom^^ 

a second tube for transferring an oxidizing 
..contamination agent fro. said oxidizing decontamination tan, 
to the reducing decontamination tank where said radiataon 
control value is the highest out of said reducing 
decontamination tanks. 



7 . (Canceled) . 

8. (Currently Amended) A radioactive substance 
decontamination apparatus ae e e^ m nlni ^-V , for 

geconta^nating a met, H ! contaminated by a radioactive, 

gubstance usin. a reducn , 1, ... agnation agent, comprxaxn^ 

ss ^ E le_r S duc ^ decontaminat ion rnnV. h.vinc , different 
^iatio, -trol values as uooer Rva l ues for a radiation 
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dose of a reducing dec o ntamination agent stored inside, said 
multiple reducing dec ontamination tanks including a first 
reducing decontamination tank a nd a second reducing 
decontamination tank; 

wherein said second reducing deco ntamination tank has a 
ra diation control value that is higher than that of said first 
reducing decontamination tank ; 

a carrier for taking out said metal member from said 
second reducing decontamination tank and placing said metal 
member in said first reducin g decontamination tank; 

* rnhg for transferring the reducing decontamina tion agent 
In the first reducing decontamination tank into the second 
reducing decontamination tank ; 

a first reducing agent decomposer for decomposing a 
component contained in the red u cing decontamination agent of 
the reducing decontamination tank where said radiation control 
value is the highest out of the reducing decontamination tanks 
connected by said tube; and 

a washing tank for washing said reducing decontamination 
agent deposited on said decontami nated metal member; 
further characterized in that: 

said carrier is designed to carry multiple said metal 
members, and, when carrying said metal members one by one, it 
immerses the second metal member in a tank other than the one 
where the first metal member is immersed. 
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9-14. (Canceled) 
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